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Mr. Chairman, members of the committee thank you for the opportunity to come before you today.  My name is Kathy Cook, and I appear before the committee today on behalf of Kansas Families for Education.  Until this bill was introduced I have to admit that I was unfamiliar with the work of Kansas Wildscape Foundation, although once I visited their website I realized that I was familiar with many of their programs.  We in no way discount the good work that this organization is doing.  It has benefited many Kansas families and their children.





Our opposition to this bill is simple; the state of Kansas cannot afford to give away money we don’t have.  Each of you has a responsibility to fund the many programs that your constituents rely on, from public education to core transportation needs to providing services to the disabled and elderly.  You have had to make cuts that are impacting the quality of education and the quality of life for many of our citizens.  As a legislative body we ask you to put a moratorium on all tax exemptions for a minimum of three years and define a clear policy on how those will be granted in the future. We need a sound revenue foundation on which to face this decade’s challenges.





If the state coffers were overflowing we would not be standing here today to oppose this bill.  However, we are at a crossroads where choices must be made, and we believe that we must address the shortfall in revenues, not increase the shortfall.





Although we support the work of Kansas Wildscape Foundation and the extracurricular opportunities they provide, they cannot substitute for a quality education received in our schools.   Just as I would not take money out of my son’s college education fund for an extra-curricular activity, the state should not take money from the general fund, which our schools, the disabled, and the elderly depend on.





Again, we urge you to vote no on SB433.





Thank you.





Kathy Cook


Kathy.Cook@fundourpublicschools.com
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