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Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to come before you today.  My name is Missy Taylor, and I appear before the committee today on behalf of Kansas Families for Education.  We stand in support of HCR5028.  For several years this body has increasingly granted new tax exemptions, both in number and in dollars.  As a result, the state has scaled back our revenue sources dramatically, and we believe it to be one of the main reasons for the state’s inability to protect services to our children, our grandparents, and our disabled citizens during this economic downturn.





I searched for the legislature’s policy on sales tax exemptions, and was shocked that there were no defined rules.  It was alarming to us that many of these exemptions are granted arbitrarily.  While we believe that some of the billions of dollars worth of exemptions may very well be worthy, there should be clearly defined state policy regarding any exemption. 





Given that the makeup of the Kansas House changes every two years, it seems that a clear policy would help guide future lawmakers, and help them to more carefully examine the impact of tax policy, not solely on the recipient of the exemption, but on all Kansans.





The state has a statutory obligation, and in some cases a Constitutional obligation, to provide vital services such as public education and home based community services for the elderly and disabled. These programs have been devastated by the cuts already made and they cannot sustain or endure any additional cuts and still meet those obligations.  We ask that the Kansas Legislature not erode our revenue stream any further by granting even one more exemption before there is a clear policy in place.





We must have a revenue stream that provides our state with the strong foundation needed to meet its current and future responsibilities to the people of Kansas.  We believe that HCR5028 is a step in the right direction to insure a tax policy that is fair to ALL of our citizens.








Thank you.





Missy Talyor


staff@fundourpublicschools.com





 15941 W. 65th St., #104 ● Shawnee, Kansas ● 66217 ● 913/825-0099

















