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HB2745 – Governor Parkinson’s proposal 1% Sales Tax Increase
Mr. Chairman, members of the committee thank you for the opportunity to come before you today.

My name is Pete Roman. I appear before the committee today as a Kansas taxpayer, a Kansas homeowner, the father of four kids who have graduated from Kansas public schools, as a board member of Kansas Families for Education, as someone who aspired to work in this august legislature and finally, as one of the thousands of Kansans currently unemployed as a result of the recession.

I urge the committee to adopt the Governor’s proposal for a 1% sales tax increase. I do not make this endorsement easily or casually. I know only too well that sales taxes fall hardest on those who must devote a larger share of their resources to necessities such as food, clothing, health care, housing and utilities. 

But we have to look past the current economic cycle, and take the long view. There is no painless solution to our current situation.  The legislature has reduced our stream of revenue for several years when times were good, and now it is time to restore that revenue to protect our citizens’ quality of life.
We hear a lot of talk these days about “living within our means,” and I understand that; I live it every day. But for me, living within my means does not mean making foolish choices. During the recent cold wave, I continued to heat my house, because replacing frozen pipes would have cost much more. I continue to change the oil in my car, because an engine overhaul would cost much more. It is precisely because my income has been reduced that it is imperative for me to preserve the things that I have.

The same applies to the state of Kansas. Now, more than ever, we have to make smart choices. Neglect and decline are the huge expenses that await us down the road if we fail to properly maintain the public infrastructure and public institutions we now have – infrastructure and institutions that are the necessities for economic recovery.

We have an excellent quality of life in Kansas, even during difficult times. We have a superior road system, excellent schools, and a quality support system for the disabled, the elderly and other vulnerable citizens. We have a low crime rate, clean water, and great universities, all of the things that make Kansas appealing to employers, homebuyers and customers. 

In the state as in the business world, you cannot save your way to growth; you have to make prudent investments in the things that matter most.  Kansas has grown in the past because previous generations sacrificed to make these investments. We cannot offer people broad sandy beaches, stunning mountain vistas or 300 days of warm sunshine a year, like some other states. Our quality of life is our selling point, and if we don’t do what is necessary to preserve it, we will never grow our way out of our current situation. 

I encourage the members of the committee to say no to any more new revenue reductions, to consider the recommendations of the Kansas Advisory Council on Intergovernmental Relations with regard to the many tax exemptions already issued and to look for new revenue streams that provide the services Kansans depend on for a quality life in our great state.

Nobody likes to pay taxes. I’m not looking forward to an extra 1 percent on the bill every time I go to the grocery store. But I recognize it for what it is: an investment in my community and my state for a prosperous future for me, and for my children. 

